SPAIN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 137
world except by a narrow track which pedestrians who do not
suffer from dizziness may use during certain parts of the year.
And then remember one of the few definite facts which his-
tory and geography teach us, that such countries are breeding
places for clannishness. Now clannishness has undoubtedly cer-
tain good qualities. It makes the members of the same clan loyal
to each other and loyal to the common or clan interests. But
Scotland and the Scandinavian peninsula are there to show us
that clannishness is the deadly enemy of all forms of economic
co-operation and national organization. Island dwellers arc sup-
posed to be * insular * and to care for nothing except the affairs
of their own litde islet. But they at least can sit themselves down
in a boat once in a while and spend an afternoon with their
neighbours, or rescue the crew of a ship-wrecked vessel and hear
what the big world is doing. The man of the valley, shut off
from the rest of humanity by an almost impassable mountain
ridge, has no one but himself and his neighbours, and they in
turn have no one but themselves and their neighbours.
The conquest of Spain by the Mohammedans was possible be-
cause the Moors, although a desert people and therefore great
worshippers of the restricted c tribal * idea, were for once united
under strong leaders who had given them a common national
purpose which made them forget their own petty ambitions.
While the Spanish clans fought each one for itself and hated their
rival clans as cordially 3$ they hated the common enemy who
was driving them out of house and home (and often more so)>
the Mohammedans obeyed a single head.
The seven centuries during which the great Spanish war of
liberation lasted are an endless recital of treachery and rivalry
between the litde Christian states of the north that survived be-
cause the Pyrenees formed a barrier across which they could
not hope to retreat without getting into trouble with the French,
who, after a few vague gestures on the part of Charlemagne, had
left them completely to their own fate.
Meanwhile the Moors had turned southern Spain into a veri-
table garden. These desert people appreciated the value of water,
and they loved the flowers and trees which were so sadly